June 29, 2007

American Psychological Association
Board of Directors

750 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20002-4242

To the Board of Directors of the American Psychological Association:

As professional practitioners and leaders of the undersigned organizations collectively representing more
than 20 million clients, students, congregants and constituents, we have reviewed the “Call for
Nominations for the Board of Directors Task Force on Appropriate Responses to Sexual Orientation.” We
commend the American Psychological Association for acting to develop ethical and helpful procedures to
assist same-sex attracted people when engaged in therapy and counseling.

At the same time, we are writing to express some concern that the mission of the task force may not
recognize same-sex attracted persons who also have solid and unwavering religious commitments which
lead them to avoid homosexual behavior. Such persons frequently experience significant religious,
spiritual and emotional distress and as a consequence seek psychological therapy.

We strongly believe that psychologists can offer a valuable service if they respect the religious
commitments of their clients to the same degree that they respect sexual orientation diversity. After
examining this call for nominations, it is not clear that the Task Force has been charged to consider
religious diversity in framing appropriate responses to same-sex attraction when the client objects to
homosexual behavior on religious grounds.

We recognize that the APA is engaged in a process that may result in crafting recommendations for
psychologists who work with clients having religious conflicts with homosexual behavior that respects
their religious identification. We encourage safe and ethical practices that allow clients to live according
to their religious values. We believe that psychologists should assist clients to develop lives they value,
even if that means they decline to identify as homosexual.

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Board of Directors consider one of two options.

1. Expand the charge of the current Task Force to include recommendations for psychologists that respect
religious identity and the client's right to construct his life around religious teachings in contrast to
sexuality.

2. Form a new and separate task force whose charge would be to provide recommendations for
psychologists who work with clients experiencing religious conflict over sexuality.

We consider it a foundational principle that respect be afforded to clients who determine that their
religious teachings forbid homosexual conduct and construct their lives accordingly. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

The undersigned individual professionals and organizational representatives



Religious Denominations and Churches

Richard Land, President, Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, Southern Baptist Convention
Bob Stith, Gender Issues Director, Southern Baptist Convention

Reverend Thomas E. Trask, General Council of the Assemblies of God

David P. Wilson, D.Min., General Secretary, Church of the Nazarene

David Carder, Minister of Counseling, First Evangelical Free Church, Fullerton, CA

Pastor Richard G. Liptak, Senior Pastor, Wildwood Chapel

Warren C. Harvey, Pastor, Ambassador Presbyterian Church

Pastor Martin Tanner, Pastor/LCSW, Grace Chapel of Lancaster

William Abuzaid, Director, Poiema c/o Calvary Chapel of S. Denver

Don McLean, Pastor, Chester Avenue Community Church

Mario J. Bergner, Episcopal/Anglican Priest and President of Redeemed Lives, Inc.

Thomas Eric Greer, MS, LMFT, Counseling Minister, Westgate Church of Christ

James J. Noah, Minister, Paoli Christian Church

Robyn Gruber, LPC, Director, Counseling Resource Ministry, Johnson Ferry Baptist Church
Beth Geary, Living Waters Coordinator, The Church of the Apostles

Rev. Mike Evans, Lead Pastor, Faith Community Church

Craig Miller, M.Div., Th.M., D.Min., Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church

Mark L. Ongley, M.Div., D.Min., Minister/Formational Counselor, Milford United Methodist Church
Rev. John R. Gowdy, Pastor, Temple Baptist Church

Daniel Barker, M.A., Pastor, Cortland Trinity Baptist Church

Rev. Bryan S. Anderson, M.Div., Pastor, First Lutheran Church — ELIA

Rev. Steven J. Gruver, M.Div., Pittsfield: Otterbein United Methodist Church

David S. Hampson, Pastor, Galloway United Methodist Church

John Seth, M.Div., D.Min., Senior Pastor, First United Methodist Church, Bakerstown, PA
Rev. Jim J. Bzdafka, M.Div., MBA, Senior Pastor, Providence Church, Avon, OH

Universities and Seminaries

R. Albert Mohler, Jr., President, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

William R. Saxby, Ph.D., Dean, School of Humanities and Sciences, Colorado Christian University

Dr. Bryan Chapell, President, Covenant Theological Seminary

Arthur J. Nonneman, Chair, Dept. of Psychology, Asbury College

Milo C. Milburn, Ph.D., Chair, M.A. Counseling Program, Franciscan University

Jeffrey J. Karls, President, Magdalen College

Rosemarie S. Hughes, Ph.D., LPC, LMFT, NCC, NCSC, Dean, School of Psychology & Counseling,
Regent University

Neill Alexander McFarland I11, President, Southern Evangelical Seminary

David P. Nelson, Sr. Vice President for Academic Administration, Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary

James B. Lloyd, Associate Professor Emeritus, lona College, Rochelle, NY

Tammy Schultz, Ph.D., Graduate School in Counseling and Interpersonal Relations, Grace College

Philip J. Henry, Ph.D., M.Div., Director of Graduate Counseling Psychology, Palm Beach Atlantic
University

Dr. Stuart W. Scott, Associate Professor of Biblical Counseling, The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary

Terri Williams, Professor/Dept. Chair, Geneva College

Cara Smith, Assistant Professor, Palm Beach Atlantic University

Sam R. Williams, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Counseling, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary

Larry L. Cornine, Pro Temp Director of Counseling, Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary



Janet B. Dean, M.Div., Ph.D., The Center for Counseling, Asbury College

Bruce M. Hartung, Dean, Ministerial Formation, Concordia Seminary

Robert W. Weise, M.S., M.Div., Ph.D., Professor of Practical Theology & The Lutheran Foundation of St.
Louis Chair of Pastoral Ministry & Life Sciences, Concordia Seminary

Fred Gingrich, D.Min., Associate Professor of Counseling & Chair of the Counseling Division, Denver
Seminary

Robert C. Cannada, Jr., Chancellor & CEO, Reformed Theological Seminary

Organizations

James C. Dobson, Ph.D., Founder and Chairman, Focus on the Family

Jim Daly, President, Focus on the Family

Dr. Bill Maier, Psy.D., Psychologist in Residence, Focus on the Family

Wilford D. Wooten, LCSW, LMFT, Sr. Director, Counseling Dept., Focus on the Family

Phillip J. Swihart, Ph.D., Director of Counseling Services/Clinical Psychologist, Counseling Dept., Focus
on the Family

Tim Clinton, President, American Association of Christian Counselors

George Ohlschlager, J.D., LCSW, Director of Policy and Professional Affairs, American Association of
Christian Counselors

Robert J. Saxer, M.D., President, Catholic Medical Association

Stephen M. Krason, J.D., Ph.D., President, Society of Catholic Social Scientists

Arthur Goldberg, Co-Director, JONAH (Jews Offering New Alternatives to Homosexuality)

Elaine Berk, Co-Director, JONAH (Jews Offering New Alternatives to Homosexuality)

Richard G. Arno, Ph.D., President/Founder, National Board of Christian Clinical Therapists

Alan Chambers, President, Exodus International

Joe Nicolosi, Ph.D., President, National Association for Research and Therapy of Homosexuality

David Stevens, M.D., Chief Executive Officer, Christian Medical & Dental Associations

Finn Laursen, MA, LPC/Certified School Counselor, Executive Director, Christian Educators Association

Maggie S. Karner, B.S., Director, Life Ministries, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, World Relief and
Human Care

Regina Griggs, Executive Director, Parents and Friends of Ex-Gays and Gays

Nancy H. Staible, PA-C, Physician Assistant, Founder of Fellowship of Christian Physician Assistants

Wayne W. VonSeggen, , PA-C, Physician Assistant, President, Fellowship of Christian Physician
Assistants

David C. Maynard, MA, LPCA, Chairman & President, The National Institute on Sexual Identity

Dr. Archibald Hart, President/Founder, The Hart Institute

Edward J. Cumella, Ph.D., Executive Director, Remuda Programs for Eating Disorder

Patrick Many, MA, Director of Counseling, Compassion Connection

Jonathan Daugherty, Executive Director, Be Broken Ministries

Jakii Edwards, CEO & Founder, Agtoon

Andrew Comiskey, Director, Desert Stream Ministries

Paulette Lawrence, President, A Good Thing Out of Nazareth, Inc.

Tim Gould, Director, Sexual Wholeness Ministry

Sheila H. Humphries, Director/Founder, New Walk Ministries

Jayson Graves, Director, Healing For The Soul Counselling & Coaching LLC

Hilda Stone, Director, Watered Garden Ministries

David & Diane Rasmussen, Co-Directors, Simon Ministries

Rev. Father John F. Harvey, Director, Courage International

Terry Vratny, Director, New Heart Ministry

John J. Smid, President/CEO, Love In Action International, Inc.

Joshua Morgan , Communications Manager, Love In Action International



Jim Katsoudas, Director, Clean Heart Ministries

Tim Wilkins, Executive Director, Cross Ministry

Randy P. Klawitter, Executive Director, The Wilderness Fellowship Ministries, Inc.

Kristy Foth, Director, Choices Ministry Hawaii/YWAM

Tim Wilkins, Executive Director, Cross Ministry

Randy P. Klawitter, Executive Director, The Wilderness Fellowship Ministries, Inc.

Jeff Watros, LPC, LMFT, Executive Director, Greater Hope, Inc.

Carol L. Wagstaff, M.A., Executive Director, Living Stones Ministries

Roy A. Blankenship, Chairman, Executive Director, The Hope Quest Ministry Group, Inc.

Robert H. Hale, President, L.I.F.E. Ministries International

Charlene E. Cothran, President, Cothran Publications, Inc.

Floyd Godfrey, LPC, Director, Family Strategies & Coaching

Renee Madison, LPC, The Intimacy Center

Michael Todd Wilson, MS, LPC, Licensed Professional Counselor, Intimacy Counseling Center

Dr. Michael A. Rosebush, President, Coaching Confidant

John C. Johnson, Ph.D, LPC, Director of Clinical Services, Living Hope Christian Counseling

John Green, M.A., Founder/Executive Director, Emmaus Ministries

David C. Solly, D.Ed., Psychologist, President, Solly & Associates

Barry D. Ham, Ph.D., LMFT, Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist, Integrative Family/Individual
Therapy

Julie L. Wilson, Executive Director, Family Life Services

Dr. Alaine Pakkala, Ph.D., President, Lydia Discipleship Ministries

Julynn Mullenix, MA, LPC, NCC, Licensed Professional Counselor, Julynn Mullenix Counseling Services

Peter H. Kuiper, LCSW, Crossroads Counseling of the Rockies

Dr. Alexander M. Scharko, Child & Adolescent Psychiatrist, Trinity Behavioral Health

Dan Nommensen, LPC, NCC, DCC, Program Operations Director, Wisconsin Lutheran Child & Family
Service, Inc.

Brandon Hayes, Ph.D., Clinical Director, Wisconsin Lutheran Child & Family Service, Inc.

Julie Dozier, MA, MS, LPC, CSAT, Licensed Professional Counselor, Certified Sexual Addiction
Therapist, Owner of Wings of Grace, LLC

Michael L. Bird, D.Min, LMFT, President/Director, Wings of Grace Counseling

Christopher West, Fellow, Theology of the Body Institute

M. Qjinga Harrison, Clinical Director/Owner of Carter Clinic, Inc. & Life Skills Counseling, PLLC

Robert Gerst, LPC, LMFT, President and CEO, The Care Center, Inc.

Paul Schandevel, LCSW, Director of Child Family Services, Children’s Home, Inc.

Kristin Johnson, M.Div., Executive Director, One By One, First Presbyterian Church, Orlando, FL

Robert R. Jones, Executive Director, Fresh Word Ministries

Eric K. Sweitzer, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist, Charis Counseling Center

Charles M. Rice, Ph.D., Licensed Clinical Psychologist/Clinic Owner, Living Hope Clinic

Bruce Sonnenberg, Executive Director, He Intends Victory

Tanya Gerhard, MSW, LCSW, Licensed Social Worker, Christian Life Counseling

Timothy F. Hogan, Clinical Director, Grace Counseling Center

Jan Smith, Pastor, Open Arms Ministry

Rev. David Foreman, President, Re-Union Ministries

Rev. Karen Booth, Executive Director, Transforming Congregations

Kevin E. Voss, M.Div., DVM, Ph.D.(candidate), Director, Concordia Bioethics Institute

Steven Rice, M.D. (Psychiatry), Psychiatric Associates of Memphis

Eric L. Johnson, Ph.D., Director, Society for Christian Psychology



Individual Professionals

Affiliations provided for informational purposes only

Nicholas A. Cummings, Ph.D., Sc.D, Former President, American Psychological Association

Merton P. Strommen, Ph.D., Fellow in APA

Miriam Grossman, M.D., Psychiatrist, UCLA

Stanton L. Jones, Provost and Professor of Psychology, Wheaton College

Mark A. Yarhouse, Psy.D., Professor of Psychology, Regent University

Warren Throckmorton, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Psychology, Grove City College

Dr. Clyde Cook, D.Miss., President, Biola University

Virginia Todd Holeman, Ph.D., Professor of Counseling, Asbury Theological Seminary; President, Kentucky
Association of Marriage & Family Therapy

Kenyon C. Knapp, Ph.D., L.P.C., N.C.C., Asst. Professor of Counseling & Psychology, Troy University

Julie B. Shiffler, Ph.D., Counselor, Brigham Young University — Idaho Counseling Center

Rebecca P. Jorgensen, Ph.D., Counselor, BYU-I Counseling Center

Douglas E. Craig, Ph.D., Psychologist, BYU — Idaho Counseling Center

Edward “Ned” Stringham, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist, Lincoln Counseling and Enrichment Associates

Rev. Peter C. Moore, D.Min., DD, Dean and President Emeritus, Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry

W. David Hager, M.D., Women’s Care Center, Lexington, KY

Judith A. Casey, Asst. Professor of Psychology, Palm Beach Atlantic University

Gene A. Sale, Ed.D., Associate Professor of Psychology, Palm Beach Atlantic University

Henry A. Virkler, Professor of Psychology, Palm Beach Atlantic University

Julie Harren, Ph.D., LMFT, Assistant Professor of Psychology, Palm Beach Atlantic University

Angie McDonald, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Psychology & Department Coordinator, Palm Beach
Atlantic University

Melissa A. Coffey, MA, NCC, Board of Directors, Exodus International

James Quandt, LCSW, President, Pathway Provider Services, P.C.

David E. Blakeslee, Psy.D., Clinical Psychologist

Dionne Harrison, M.D., Psychiatry Resident, Duke University Dept. of Psychiatry

Edward Michael Grill, Ed.D., Chairman, Dept. of Behavioral Science, Grace College

William O’Donohue, Ph.D., Professor of Psychology, University of Nevada, Reno

Phyllis J. Arno, Ph.D., President, Sarasota Academy of Christian Counseling

Virginia Wetherbee, Licensed Clinical Social Worker — R, Catholic Charities

Nathaniel S. Lehrman, M.D., L.F.A., former Clinical Director, Kingsboro Psychiatric Center, Brooklyn, NY

William L. Toffler, M.D., Professor of Family Medicine, OHSU-Family Medicine

Kevin L. Dean, M.Div., Chaplain, U.S. Navy

Matthew L. Lamb, STL, Dr. Theology, Reverend & Professor, Theology Dept., Ave Maria University

William Buhrow, Psy.D., Dean of Student Services, George Fox University

Linda Klepacki, R.N., MPH, Analyst for Sexual Health/Focus on the Family, Adjunct Faculty/Colorado
Christian University

Betty Ann Jordon, BSN, RN, MA, LPC, Staff Counselor, Focus on the Family Counseling

Gail Schra, MSW, LCSW, Counselor, Focus on the Family

Sandra J. Janzen, LPC, CACIII, Counselor, Focus on the Family

Vicki L. Dihle, Physician Assistant-Certified, Focus on the Family

Daniel P. Huerta, MSW, LCSW, Therapist, Focus on the Family

James M. Vigorito, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist, Focus on the Family

Steven L. Earll, MA, MS, LPC, LAC, Counselor, Private Practice

James E. Serrra, Counselor, Love In Action

Abbey Isaacson, MSW, Client Services Director, Pregnancy Support Services

George M. Stahnke, Director, Renewal Ministries of Colorado Springs



Thomas W. Olschner, Ph.D., M.Div., Licensed Psychologist, The Intimacy Center

Daryl Green, M.MFT, Licensed Marriage Family Therapy, Licensed Professional Counselor

Matt Waldron, M.D., Valley Health

Beth Waldron, R.N. BSN, Valley Health

Elizabeth I. Ross, LMFT, LPC, NCC, RPT, Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

Linda P. Orner, MA, LPC, Counselor, Family Life Services

Christopher Stoddard, Child & Youth Coordinator, Family Life Services

Jacqueline E. Kuyper, MBC, Masters degree in Biblical Counseling, Private Practice

Audrey J. Gregg, Counselor, Solly & Associates

Ronald G. Bennett, ACSW, LCSW, Program Director, Family Life Services

Sandra Sagal, BSN, RN, MA (Counseling), LPC (Ohio), Professional Counselor — RN

Noelle Nygren, M.A., Masters in Community Counseling, New Life Church

Laura B. Goddard, MA, LPC, Counselor Therapist

Ans DeZeeuw, LPC, NCC, Licensed Professional Counselor, Private Practice

Elizabeth Alliman, M.A., NCC, LPC, Licensed Professional Counselor

Ronald S. Newman, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist

Richard Y. Costain, M.A., Psychotherapist, Individual Practice

Marc S. Dillworth, Ph.D., Psychotherapist

Elton Moose, Ph.D., NCCA Licensed Clinical Pastoral Counselor

Elsa Manthey, Licensed Professional Counselor, Christian Family Counseling

Craig Cato, MA, NCC, Unlicensed Psychotherapist, Wings of Grace Counseling

Beverly W. Henry, Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Ron Trimm, LAC, Therapist, The Care Center, Inc.

Robert S. Brinkerhoff, Ph.D.

Dale W. Schauer, LMFT, Marriage & Family Therapist

Dvora Kravitz, MFT, Marriage & Family Therapist

Julie Gaede, LCSW, MSW, Clinical Social Worker, Stillpoint Counseling Center

Carl Gaede, MSW, LCSW, Therapist, Stillpoint Counseling Center

Carol J. Christensen, LMFT, Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist, Counseling/Therapy Services

Jennifer Ruff, MA, Psychologist Assistant, Doctoral Candidate, Fielding Graduate University

Raymond Guenther, Jr., LMFT, CADC, Grace Heartland Church

Dona C. Eley, LPC, Mental Health Therapist, Community Christian Counseling Center

Charlanne Brubaker, MA, LGPC, Therapist, New Hope

Sharon Sitler, LPC, LMHC, MA, NCC, Licensed Professional Counselor

Lewis L. Moore, Ph.D., Chair/Clinical Director, Dept. of Marriage & Family Therapy, Harding
University

Nicole A. Best, Psy.D., Clinical Psychologist, Dayton, Ohio

Caleb Steele, MAMFT

John Eric Swenson, Th.Ph.D., Psychologist

Joann Condie, RN, LPC, Licensed Professional Counselor

Beverly R. Saller, MA in progress, Colorado Christian University, Master of Arts in Counseling Dept.

Glenn W. Lutjens, MA, LMFT, Director of Chaplain Services & Special Projects, Focus on the Family
Counseling Dept.

Geremy F. Keeton, M.MFT, LMFT, Private Practice and Public Policy Manager/Focus on the Family

Anthony J. Headley, Ph.D., Professor of Counseling, Asbury Theological Seminary

Julie Solberg Christensen, M.Div., MSW

James E. Groesbeck, LCSW, LMFT, President, Coach Me International, Inc.

Samuel F. Kennedy, LMFT, Family Therapist, Focus on the Family

J.R. Hite, M.Div., Chaplain, Focus on the Family

Scott W. Woods, M.A., APA Student Member, George Fox University

Stephen P. Stratton, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Counseling & Pastoral Care, Asbury Theological Seminary



Christopher H. Rosik, Ph.D., Psychologist, Link Care Center

Stephanie Schindel, M.A., Assistant Professor of Psychology, Counseling & Human Services, Geneva College

Jeffrey Schindel, MS, Part-time faculty member, Geneva College

Andrew P. Hrezo, Ed.,D., LPC, Associate Professor (Ret.), Franciscan University of Steubenville, Dept. of
M.A. Counseling

Rev. Dr. Linda Somerville, D.Min., United Methodist Pastor

Jedidiah N. Snyder, Ed.M./D.Min.(candidate), Pastor, Countryside Bible Chapel

Denise Frey, Youth Ministry Leader, Holy Cross Lutheran Church

Timothy A. Bryant, Ph.D., LMFT, Marriage & Family Therapist, Cornerstone Family Health, PC

Marcia Brennan, Director, Western PA Sexual Wholeness Network

Nicole R. Kai, LMHP, CPC, Psychotherapist, Lincoln Counseling & Enrichment Associates

Chalena Sandahl, LMHP, Lincoln Counseling & Enrichment Associates

Jeanna R. Knight, MFT, MHC, Program Coordinator

Mardee Alff, Psy.D., Clinical Psychologist

William H. Keller 111, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist, VA Healthcare System

George Ribble, MSSW, LMSW, LMFT, CAAC, Clinical Social Worker (ret.), Reconciliation Ministries

Robert D. Larson, Ph.D., Psychologist, Lincoln Counseling & Enrichment Associates

Reverend J. Mark Hurst, B.A., M.Div., AACC, Tylersburg Charge United Methodist Church

Reverend John K. Jeffens, D.Min., M.Div., BA, Harmony Zelienople United Methodist Church, Western
Pennsylvania United Methodist Church

Ellen Bullock, M.Div., M.S., Pastor/General Evangelist, United Methodist Church

Reverend David L. Parker, Minister of the Gospel/General Evangelist, United Methodist Church

Nyle Hershberger, Clergy, United Methodist Church

Irvin L. Coleman, Jr., Clergy, United Methodist Church

Rev. Kenneth L. Duffee, M.Div., Clergy, United Methodist Church

Rev. Dole R. Shunk, M.Div., Clergy, United Methodist Church, Pittsburgh area

Rev. John Emigh, United Methodist Church

David C. Roddy, ABA, BBA, M.Div., Ordained Minister, United Methodist Church

Reverend Allyn Ricketts, Ph.D., First United Methodist Church

Thomas Benton, M.D., Benton Pediatrics

David L. Bierschwale, M.Div., Senior Pastor, Presbyterian Church of the Master

Tammy Lazicki-Puddy, Ph.D., Evaluator/Therapist, Philhaven

Scott Kelly, M.Div., Pastor, Cornerstone Church

Mary J. Lambrecht, MS, LMFT, Marriage & Family Therapist

Jerry D. Leslie, MMFT, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, BCPCC, Private Practice

James Robert Ross, LMFT, Private Practice

Clint VanLith, Psy.D., Clinical Psychologist, Trinity Hospital

Craig L. Loving, D.Min., LMFT

Debra D. Rhodus, LPC

Albert Lomoureux, MA, LMHC, NCC

Carl E. Begley, Ph.D., ABPP, Psychologist, Independent Practice

Elizabeth Hillegos, LMHC

Mark Humphries, Ph.D., LMFT, Private Practice

Rob Jackson, MS, LPC, NCC, Therapist

Lezlie R. Owsley, MMFT, LMFT, Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist



